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TAGS: PFOR, XC, US 

SUBJECT: MAY 1 1 INDOCHINA PRESS SUMMARY 
1 . NYT' S SCHANBERG IN PP LISTENS ON UHF MILITARY RADIO 
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COMMUNICATIONS AND CONCLUDES AMERICANS STILL CONTROL 
MOST CAMBODIA AIR STRIKES, DESPITE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
KHMER CONTROL CENTER. HIS MONITORING LEADS HIM TO 
CONCLUDE THAT COMMUNICATION BETWEEN AMERICANS AND KHMER 
IS CONFUSED AND RESULTS IN INSUFFICIENT PROTECTION OF 
CIVILIANS FROM AIRSTRIKES IN POPULATED AREAS. SCHANBERG 
SAYS EMBASSY STILL CONTROLS BOMBING AND SUGGESTS US 
MILITARY PERSONNEL MAY BE VIOLATING CONGRESSIONAL PRO- 
HIBITIONS AGAINST US ADVISORS IN CAMBODIA. SCHANBERG 
SAYS AMB. SWANK " ACTING ON HIS OWN TRYING TO CONCEAL 
OR OBFUSCATE INFORMATION - RATHER THAN ON INSTRUCTIONS 
FROM WASHINGTON, AS IT HAS SUGGESTED." 

2. NYT' S FINNEY SAYS HOUSE VOTE AGAINST BOMBING FUNDS 
FOR CAMBODIA WILL BE ENDORSED BY SENATE AND SET STAGE 
FOR CONSTITUTIONAL CONFRONTATION. EMBITTERED REPUBLICAN 
LEADERS SEE VOTE AS ONE OF " NO CONFIDENCE" IN 
PRESIDENT AND CHALLENGE TO HIS AUTHORITY AS COMMANDER- 
IN- CHIEF. WSJ REPORTS ONE PRO- NIXON REPUBLICAN SAID 
WATERGATE WASN' T A FACTOR WITH HIM - " I 1 VE ALWAYS 

BERN AGAINST CAMBODIA." NYDN NOTES HOUSE VOTE IS FIRST 

ANTIWAR VOTE IN SIX YEARS. POST' S LYONS SAYS PRESIDENT 
UNLIKELY GET MORE MONEY FOR INDOCHINA COMBAT WITHOUT 
OBTAINING CONGRESSIONAL APPROVAL IN ADVANCE. DURING 
DEBATE, THIRD- RANKING HOUSE REPUBLICAN JOHN B. 

ANDERSON ( ILL.) CALLED ADMIN LEGAL ARGUMENTS FOR 
BOMBING " SHABBY, SHODDY, AND SHALLOW." Fill .BRIGHT TELLS 
PBS' ELIZABETHDREW" WATERGATE IS THE BUSTING OF THE 
BOIL" ON PRESIDENTIAL POWERS ( WP). 

3. POST' S MARDER SAYS AMB. SULLIVAN GAVE " STRONG 
DEFENSE" OF INDOCHINA POLICY BEFORE SFRC ( IN HIS 
CONFIRMATION HEARING), SAYING THAT MOST FLAGRANT 
VIOLATIONS OF C- F ARE ASSOCIATED WITH " THIS CONTINUING 
PROBLEM WE HAVE IN CAMBODIA." SULLIVAN SAID, 
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" QUITE CLEARLY, THE SPIRIT OF ARTICLE 20 HAS BEEN 
VIOLATED AND ALSO THE LETTER," AND THAT IS " CATEGORI- 
CALLY" EVIDENT FROM LANGUAGE OF THE ACCORD. SULLIVAN 
ALSO SAID HANOI FEARS ANY FORM OF MULTINATIONAL AID 
PROGRAM AS IMPLYING " GANGING UP" ON THEM. " THEY DON 1 T 
TRUST THE SOVIET UNION AND CHINA ANY MORE THAN THEY 
TRUST US" ( WP). NYT’ S GWERTZMAN REPORTS THAT DESPITE 
SEVERAL CLASHES WITH SULLIVAN OVER INDOCHINA POLICY, 
FULBRIGHT INDICATED HE WOULD NOT TRY BLOCK SULLIVAN 1 S 
APPOINTMENT AS AMBASSADOR TO MANILA OR GODLEY AND MARTIN 
APPOINTMENTS. IN RESPONSE FULBRIGHT' S HOPE SULLIVAN 
WOULDN 1 T LEAD US INTO " NEW VIETNAM" WHILE AMBASSADOR 
TO PHILIPPINES, SULLIVAN FAILED TO SEE COMPARABILITY 
BETWEEN TWO SITUATIONS. 
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4. SIHANOUK CABLES RESPONSE TO NYDN QUERIES, SAYING 
HE WILL NEVER NEGOTIATE WITH " NIXON FLUNKIES" LON NOL, 
SIRIK MATAK, IN TAM, AND CHENG HENG. PRINCE SAYS HIS 
FORCES READY CARRY ON FIGHT IN FACE OF US BOMBING 
UNTIL END OF NIXON TERM. SAYS NO VC OR NVA FIGHTING NOW 
IN CAMBODIA, AND CLAIMS KHMER ROUGE SUPPORT HIM. AFP 
REPORTS ( WP) SIHANOUK ARRIVES IN ALGIERS ON FIRST LEG 

OF AFRICAN TOUR. REUTER PP REPORTS ( WP) LON NOL HAS 
AGREED SET UP NEW GOVERNMENT WITHOUT PM POST TO AVOID 
SPLIT IN NEW COALITION. BULK OF EXECUTIVE POWERS TO 
REMAIN WITH SUPREME COUNCIL AND NEW CABINET MEMBERS 
WILL BE CALLED " DELEGUES" RATHER THAN " MINISTERS." 

GKR BANS ALL SALE OF GASOLINE TO PRIVATE MOTORISTS AS 
FUEL STOCKS DECLINE IN PP ( WP, SUN). KHMER PLANE 
MISTAKENLY STRAFES OWN TROOPS NEAR TAKEO ( PHINQ, NYT). 

5. FIVE FORMER POWS ASK HOUSE INTERNAL SECURITY 
COMMITTEE FOR BAN ON UNAUTHORIZED AMERICAN TRAVEL 

TO NATIONS THAT ARE FIGHTING US, SAYING ANTIWAR 
VISITS TO HANOI " CREATED AN UNTENABLE SITUATION FOR 
US." ONE FORMER POW SAYS HE KNEW " PERSONALLY OF 
SEVERAL MEN THAT WERE FORCED" TO MEET WITH PEACE 
DELEGATIONS WHICH " DID ABSOLUTELY NOTHING FOR THE 
BETTERMENT OF OUR CAMP LIFE. " RAMSEY CLARK SAYS 
HE IS DISTURBED BY POW CHARGES THAT HIS HANOI TRIP 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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CAUSED TORTURE FOR SOME OF THEM. BUT TELLS COMMITTEE 
" FREEDOM TO TRAVEL IS ESSENTIAL TO INFORMED SPEECH" 

AND HE OPPOSES ANY TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS, SUCH AS THOSE 
PROPOSED IN REP. ICHORD' S BILL ( NYT, WP). 

6. TWO MAJOR BRITISH RELIEF ORGANIZATIONS SEND MOBILE 
HOSPITAL TO NVN ( WP). DOD SPOKESMAN DENIES KNOWLEDGE 
OF ANY TORTURE OF COMMUNIST PRISONERS BY AMERICANS, 
SAYING SUCH CHARGES MADE DURING WAR, " BUT I KNOW OF NO 
CONVICTIONS FOR SUCH ACTIONS." CSM REPORTS PRG REFUSES 
ACCEPT 250 COMMUNIST RELEASEES AFTER 10 OPT TO REMAIN 
WITH RVN ( CSM). VC SAYS IT WILLING RELEASE CIVILIAN 
PRISONERS WITHOUT ICCS OBSERVERS BUT GVN INSISTS ON 
OBSERVERS. STILL NO AGREEMENT ON ICCS DEMAND FOR NEW 
FLIGHT SAFETY GUARANTEES OVER COMMUNIST- CONTROLLED 
AREAS. GVN DENIES VC CHARGE IT MURDERED 25 CIVILIANS 
FOLLOWING THEIR RELEASE FROM CON SON ISLAND ( NYT, SUN, 
CHITRIB). 

7. NYT' S BROWNE, IN VIENTIANE, REPORTS LAOS TALKS 
DEADLOCKED BUT NEITHER SIDE SEEMS TO MIND MUCH, AND 
FIGHTING HAS VIRTUALLY DISAPPEARED THROUGHOUT COUNTRY. 
DIPLOMAT INVOLVED IN TALKS SAYS, " BOTH SIDES HAVE 
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REASON TO BE SCARED OF SIGNING PAPERS THAT WILL COMMIT 
THEM FORMALLY AND PUBLICLY TO ALL KINDS OF UNPALATABLE 
THINGS.' 1 AT PARTY, VONGVICHIT SAYS HE TOLD SISOUK 
THAT IF RLG WANTED RESUME FIGHTING, " WE DON’ T 
WANT THAT; BUT THAT IF THAT 1 S WHAT HE WANTS, WE CAN 
FINISH OFF THE WAR FAST ENOUGH BY CAPTURING VIENTIANE 
ITSELF. HE DIDN’ T HAVE ANY ANSWER TO THAT." BROWNE 
DESCRIBES PL PROPOSAL FOR POLITICAL SETTLEMENT AND 
QUOTES ONE RLG OFFICIAL: " WHY SHOULD WE AGREE, AS 
LONG AS THERE IS NO SHOOTING? EVEN WITH NO AGREEMENT, 

LAOS IS THE ONLY COUNTRY IN INDOCHINA AT THE MOMENT 
WITH A REAL CHANCE FOR PEACE, IF OTHERS WILL JUST 
LEAVE US ALONE.” 

8. AP BANGKOK ( NYT) REPORTS THANOM TOLD NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
YESTERDAY THAT ALTHOUGH C- F AGREEMENTS SIGNED ON VN 

AND LAOS, COMMUNISTS ARE STILL VIOLATING AGREEMENTS AND 
" SITUATION IN CAMBODIA STILL APPEARS TO BE UNSTABLE 
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POLITICALLY AND MILITARILY "; THEREFORE, U. S. MILITARY 
FORCES ARE STILL NECESSARY IN THAILAND FOR SECURITY 
OF INDOCHINA NATIONS AND OF THAILAND AS WELL. SPEECH 
PARTLY IN RESPONSE TO THANAT' S RECENT CRITICISM OF 
U. S. TROOPS' PRESENCE IN THAILAND; STUDENTS, BACKING 
THANAT STAND, ARE REPORTED ORGANIZING RALLY TO DEMAND 
U. S. PULLOUT, THANOM SAYS HE WILL NOT ALLOW DEMONSTRA- 
TION, HAS ORDERED OFFICIALS EXPLAIN TO STUDENTS AND 
PARENTS WHY AMERICANS ARE IN THAILAND. 

9. NYT SAYS WHILE RICHARDSON ASSERTED CAMBODIAN 
BOMBINGS WOULD CONTINUE EVEN IF CONGRESS WITHHELD 
FUNDS, ADMINISTRATION CANNOT LONG IGNORE YESTERDAY’ S 
219- TO-188 VOTE AGAINST TRANSFER AUTHORITY AS CLEAR 
SIGNAL OF DISAPPROVAL FROM HOUSE, WHICH HAS CONSISTENTLY 
SUPPORTED ITS WAR POLICIES IN PAST. 

10. GARRY WILLS ( SUN) SAYS PRESIDENT IS DOING FAR 
WORSE THINGS TO CIVILIANS IN CAMBODIA THAN HE EVER 
DID TO DEMOCRATS AT WATERGATE. IF PRESIDENT IS 

” CRIPPLED" ( BY TAINT OF WATERGATE), THEN PERHAPS 
HE WILL NOT BOMB ANOTHER CITY WHENEVER HE LIKES. 

MAYBE HE' LL LEARN TO TAKE PEOPLE, PRESS AND SOME OTHER 
ELECTED OFFICIALS INTO HIS CONFIDENCE. 

1 1 . LAT ( MAY 10) SAYS HOUSE REJECTION OF TRANSFER 
AUTHORITY WOULD HELP UNDERSCORE FOLLY, FUTILITY AND 
ILLEGALITY OF CONTINUING SEA MILITARY ACTION. DESCRIBES 
BOMBING OF CAMBODIA FROM SECURE AREAS IN THAILAND AS 

" NEW FORM OF AMERICAN DIPLOMACY," SINCE WE ARE TOLD 
IT IS AMERICAN AMBASSADOR IN PP WHO APPROVES TARGETS, 

DECIDES WHO IS AMERICA' S ENEMY IN THREE- WAY CIVIL WAR, 
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AND DECIDES WHEN RISK OF KILLING TOO MANY CIVILIANS 
IS TOO GREAT AND CANCELS MISSION. 

12. STAR- NEWS' O’ LEARY ( MAY 10) COVERS FULBRIGHT' S 
MAY 9 " GRILLING" OF AMBASSADORS GODLEY AND MARTIN 
AT SFRC HEARINGS. FULBRIGHT TRIED HALF DOZEN TACKS 
TO GET GODLEY TELL COMMITTEE WHAT INTERESTS US HAS IN 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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LAOS " BEYOND THE VAGUE CONCEPTS OF DOMINOES FALLING." 
GODLEY' S MOST PRECISE RESPONSE WAS, " I BELIEVE THE 
WAR IN THE FORMER FRENCH INDOCHINA IS ONE WAR AND THAT 
NORTH VIETNAM HAS ALWAYS TREATED IT THAT WAY. THE 
HO CHI MINH TRAIL IN LAOS IS OF MAJOR IMPORTANCE TO 
HANOI. THE PRIME MINISTER OF LAOS OBJECTED TO THE USE 
OF LAO TERRITORY BY NORTH VIETNAM AND SOUGHT OUR 
ASSISTANCE TO STOP IT. WE GAVE IT." FULBRIGHT ASKED 

MARTIN IF HE EVER RECOMMENDED SUPPORT FOR COVERT FORCES IN 

THAILAND IN 1964; MARTIN HESITATED. SAYING HE 

DIDN’ T KNOW GROUND RULES. FULBRIGHT RETORTED: " THE 

NEW GROUND RULES ARE YOU 1 RE SUPPOSED TO TELL THE 

TRUTH." ( STORY CARRIED EARLY EDITIONS ONLY; WASHED OUT 

BY WATERGATE IN FINA 

« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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